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When [ was commissioned to write a new piece for the Heritage Public School band in Navan,
I looked for a way to celebrate their school as well as their lovely part of Ontario in the National
Capital Region. The Heritage school mascot is a hawk, and I happen to be a bird lover.

Red-tailed hawks are the most common raptor in Ontario, so I began to imagine a piece that would
capture the majesty of the bird — and the fierce dedication of Heritage students. Flight of the Hawks
contains two musical “scenes”. In the first section of the piece, the red-tails are soaring high above
the land. In the second section the hawks are in full hunting mode, diving after prey with their claws
extended.

The distinctive call of the red-tailed hawk is a sound that most people have heard, sometimes

without realising. Film and TV sound designers often use their cry as a stand-in for other birds

of prey, like bald eagles, who don’t actually sound as majestic as they look. I brought recordings

of red-tail calls to Navan school and asked the students to try to reproduce them on their instruments.
The resulting “hawk call” effects for flute, oboe (or alto sax), percussion, and even the full band found
their way into the piece. I'd like to thank the students of Heritage Public School, and musis teacher
Jennifer Stewart, for their invaluable contributions to this fun (and majestic, and ferggigusNgiece of music.

Alex Eddington O

Flight of the Hawks was commissioned by the Ottawa-Carleton District School Boagyd (@) in partnership with
the University of Ottawa.

The Heritage Public School band premiered the piece in May 2015, conductnmfer Stewart.

N

Alex Eddiis a composer, theatre artist and arts

educator baség’in Toronto, Canada.
V4
Alexmsic has been performed across Canada, around the
U.§ASANd in various places around the world. He has been
issioned by a diverse list of musicians and groups
i ding choirs, vocal soloists, chamber ensembles,

rchestras, schools and community groups.

and Mississauga Symphony to compose Dancing About

%\ He was commissioned by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra
6 Architecture, a “sesquie” fanfare for the celebration of

0 Canada’s 150" birthday. His many pieces for young
K musicians include Living Soul, which was premiered by the
@ students and teachers of the Suzuki String School of Guelph
Q —over 100 performers.

Alex’s pieces Saturday Night at Fort Chambly and Bubblegum
Delicious were recorded and released worldwide on the
Cambria label in 2017. Picking Wild Berries appears on the
album Fresh by Edmonton’s Chronos Vocal Ensemble and
was featured at the 2018 Podium choral symposium in St.
John’s, Newfoundland. His first solo album of compositions
for voice, featuring soprano Kristin Mueller-Heaslip, is
planned for release on the Centrediscs label in November
2019.

You can find out more about Alex Eddington, listen to music
and purchase sheet music at www.AlexEddington.com. If
you are performing this piece, please let him know — he likes
to hear about where his music is travelling.
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Oboe (alto sax) "hawk call”
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*1f there is no oboe in the band, a similar effect
can be achieved on an alto saxophone.
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Eddington - Flight of the Hawks - Full Score
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